SENATE BILL 2459

By Watson

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 39,
Chapter 12, Part 2, relative to the “Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organization (RICO) Act of
1989."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-12-202, is amended by deleting
the second sentence of subsection (a), and by substituting instead the following:

It is the intent of the general assembly that this part be used by prosecutors to
punish and deter such criminal activities and criminal gang crimes.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-12-202, is amended by deleting
subdivision (b)(1) and substituting instead the following:

(b)

(1) Itis not the intent of the general assembly that isolated incidents of
criminal conduct be prosecuted under this part, but only an interrelated pattern of
criminal activity, the motive or effect of which is to derive pecuniary gain or to
commit criminal gang crimes.

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-12-203, is amended by deleting
subdivision (6) and by substituting instead the following:

(6) “Pattern of racketeering activity” means engaging in at least two (2) incidents
of racketeering conduct that have the same or similar intents, results, accomplices,
victims, or methods of commission or otherwise are interrelated by distinguishing
characteristics and are not isolated incidents; provided, that at least one (1) of such

incidents occurred after July 1, 1986, and that the last of the incidents occurred within

five (5) years after a prior incident of racketeering conduct;
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SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-12-203, is amended by deleting
subdivision (9) and substituting instead the following:

(9) “Racketeering activity” means:

(A) To commit, to attempt to commit, to conspire to commit, or to solicit,
coerce, or intimidate another person to commit an act for financial gain that is a
criminal offense involving controlled substances, and the amount of controlled
substances involved in the offense is included under § 39-17-417(i) and (j) and
its subdivisions or involving aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor, especially
aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor under 88 39-17-1004(b)(1)(A) and 39-
17-1005(a)(1); or
(B) To commit, to attempt to commit, to conspire to commit, or to solicit,
coerce, or intimidate another person to commit a criminal gang offense, as
defined in § 40-35-121(a);
SECTION 5. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-12-204, is amended by deleting
subsections (e) and (f) in their entireties.
SECTION 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, the public welfare requiring it, and

shall apply to prohibited acts occurring on or after the effective date of this act.
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